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extremely inclement conditions prevailing inland. The
observers had been instructed to record particularly the
maximum fall of snow during twenty-four hours, the depth
of the snow among the mountains during the winter, and
the effect of the winds which swept the plateau mercilessly
during the latter season. It was found that snow fell every
month during the year at Fjeldberg, even June, July and
August not being free from such visitations, while at
another point the snowfall in winter aggregated no less
than ii feet. At no point along the projected location of
the line was a depth of less than 8 feet recorded, while the
general average was from 10 feet to 14 feet.
The winds were found to drive the dry, fleecy flakes before
them like dust, to pile up huge drifts in sheltered places,
running up to i6J feet deep. Some of these drifts remained
throughout the summer, and were found to be of respectable
proportions. The sum of these reports presaged the fact
that, when the line was completed, the question of main-
taining it free from snow-blocks would demand superhuman
effort.
At last the Government decided to proceed with the
undertaking. The advantages and disadvantages of the
various locations had been weighed diligently, and pro-
moted the decision to adopt the Gravehals route. The
authorities regarded this location with misgiving in the
first instance, because it involved the piercing of a tunnel
17,420 feet in length, at an elevation of 2,818 feet. Funds
were voted to build the next section from Vossevangen to
Taugevand, a distance of 47 miles. In this distance the
line was to be lifted a matter of 4000 feet to the highest
point to be attained between the Atlantic seaboard and
Christiania.
The route selected comprised the boring of no less than
12 tunnels, making in the aggregate not less than nj
miles, of which the Gravehals tunnel represented over 3
miles. While this difficult section was being prosecuted,
the Government resolved to come to a definite conclusion
as to the route the railway should follow after attaining the